MOST BLACK FARMERS IN THE SOUTH WORKED AS TENANT FARMERS ON LAND OWNED BY WHITE LANDLORDS.
BUT THE (OTTON THEY GREW/ EACH YEAR FOR MONEY DEVASTATED THE SOIL GUALITY. MANY FARMERS ENDED UP
OWING MONEY TO THEIR LANDLORDS AS THEIR FARMS PRODUCED LESS AND LESS.
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COTTON TRANSFORMED THE SOUTH AND ACCELERATED INDUSTRIALIZATION AROUND THE WORLD AS FERTILE SOIL AND
ENSLAVED LABOR LED TO HUGE PROFITS FOR SOME. YET, AFTER DECADES OF OVERPRODUCTION, “KING COTTON" CREATED
MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS, DEVASTATING SOIL AND TRAPPING FARMERS IN A CYCLE OF POVERTY.

53 Sl @" ‘g‘ >
(ARVER WANTED TO BREAK THIS ¢Y(LE.

‘o HE TAUGHT FARMERS TO ROTATE ¢OTTON WITH ¢ROPS

L LIKE SWEET POTATOES, SOYBEANS, AND PEANUTS, WH{(H ADDED
BN NUTRIENTS BACK TO THE SOIL. HE ENCOURAGED USING
U NATURAL FERTILIZERS LIKE SWAMP MUCK AND ¢OMPOST,
WHICH ARE MORE SUSTAINABLE AND LESS EXPENSIVE.

HOW TO MAKE
GROWING COTION PAY

HOM 0 GROW T PEANAT AND 105 WAYS OF
 PREPARG T FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION
WORN OUT SOILS

SXERIMENTS WTH ST orarces

HIS IDEAS WERE NOT JUST GOOD FOR THE LAND, BUT
w S o S GOOD FOR THE FARMER AS WELL, AS THEY HELPED
en my train le e golden wheat fields o
cotton, my heart sank a little... / : et 3

EVERYTHING LOOKED HUNGRY: the land, the |
cotton, the cattle, and the people.”

CARVER'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS A SCIENTIST ARE MATCHED BY HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM, EDUCATING THE PEOPLE AND REGIONS OFTEN LEFT BEHIND IN AN
ACCELERATING WORLD.

IN 1896, HE MOVED TO ALABAMA TO TEACH AT THE TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE. AS AN AGRICULTURAL SCIENTIST,
CARVER’S AMBITION WAS TO HELP POOR BLACK FARMERS (N THE SOUTH BECOME MORE ECONOMICALLY STABLE.



