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Meiji Restoration 

The Meiji Restoration was a radical struggle to industrialize Japanese 
production, politics, culture, and society. But did you know that part of 
the reform strategy included baseball? After American warships arrived in 
Japan, Japanese leaders and thinkers began importing American 
technologies and cultures. For some, baseball was the ideal game for the 
industrializing nation, blending themes of traditional Japanese culture 
with strategies that would make Japan competitive on the global stage. 










