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Download “Mesopotamia”
Download “China—Shang Dynasty”
Download “Egypt and Nubia”
Download “Mesoamerica—Olmec and Chavin de Huantar”
Download “Aksum”
Download “Nok”
Download “Indus River Valley”
Purpose
You have been introduced to the historical thinking practice of contextualization, and now you’ll deepen your understanding of this practice by considering the conditions from which agrarian societies emerged around the globe. This will highlight how geography is an important factor to consider when contextualizing historical events or processes.
Practices
Causation, claim testing
To understand why and how humans made the switch from foraging to the formation of agrarian societies, you must analyze the factors that led to this transition. You will also employ your claim-testing skills to evaluate why early humans began forming agrarian societies in certain areas before others.
Process
In this activity, you’ll use the event cards to complete the Contextualization Tool (incorporated into the Contextualization—Agrarian Societies worksheet). Then, you’ll read an article in the Agrarian Societies article collection and answer questions about how the article supports, extends, or challenges the conclusions you reached in this activity.
Your teacher will break the class into small groups of three to four students and hand out the event cards. 
You’ll work in your group to complete the Contextualization Tool, first by writing the date and location of the historical event, in this case from c. 10,000 to c. 500 BCE and in various locations in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas.
Divide the event cards between broad and narrow context. 
Your group will take a turn sharing your broad and narrow context with the class by placing your event cards on the funnel on the board. Be sure to be prepared to share your reasons for categorizing your event cards as broad or narrow context. You are allowed to move any event cards that you think were placed incorrectly by the prior group, but you must provide justification for doing so. After your group has moved any of the previous group’s event cards, you can place two of your event cards that are not already up on the funnel and explain your reasoning to the class.
After all event cards are placed on the funnel, return to your group and answer the remaining questions on the tool. 
You’ll have a class discussion about the geographic context that enabled these early agrarian societies to emerge.
Finally, your teacher will assign each group an article from the Agrarian Societies article collection. As you read your assigned article on your own, think about the following questions with your group:
Where and how did this agrarian society form?
How does the information from the article support, extend, or challenge the arguments you made about geographic context and the formation of agrarian societies in this activity?
After everyone has finished reading their assigned article, work with your group to answer the questions above on the back of your worksheets. 
Your teacher will collect your worksheets to assess how your contextualization skills are progressing.


	Name:
	
	Date:
	


Contextualization ToolBroad: Does the context represent broader themes, trends, events, eras, or regions related to the historical development at hand? Does it represent a long-term (underlying) cause or contributing factor?
Narrow: Does the context represent themes, trends, events, eras, or regions that are more closely tied in time/place to the historical development at hand? Does it help us see the short-term (immediate) causes or contributing factors?

Directions: Respond to each of the prompts below.
1. Write the date(s) and location(s) of the historical event being studied.
	


Take the event cards and divide them up into broad and narrow context.
Place them on the funnel in their appropriate location. Be prepared to explain your placement.
Write one to two sentences that describe the broad context.
	


Write one to two sentences that describe the narrow context.
	


Write one to two sentences analyzing how the broad and narrow context help you better understand the historical event.
	




Broad Context
Narrow Context

	Historical Event/Development:
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