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Purpose
In this activity, you’ll continue to get familiar with elements of good writing by digging into the Analysis and Evidence row of the WHP Writing Rubric. You’ll analyze a sample student essay, which will help you become more familiar with the specific expectations for WHP writing, as well as help you become a more skilled writer in general.
Process
This activity will be similar to the one you did in Unit 2, when you analyzed the article “The Chronometric Revolution” to look for claim and focus. This time, you’ll look for analysis and evidence in a student essay that was written in response to the prompt, “To what extent was foraging or farming more desirable for early humans?” 
Before starting your analysis, take out the WHP Writing Rubric and review the Analysis and Evidence row with your class.
Once you’ve reviewed these criteria, your teacher will probably put you into pairs or small groups to work collaboratively on the Writing – Analysis and Evidence Part 1 worksheet. 
Before you begin evaluating the analysis and evidence in the essay, identify the major claim (thesis) in the essay. While the thesis is not the focus of this activity, it’s difficult to assess the rest of the essay without being aware of the major claim, since everything in the essay should support it.
Now that you’ve found the major claim, review the essay, paying close attention to important elements of analysis and evidence. This includes the use of source material, the analysis of that material, and the connection between sources and the paper’s major claim. 
Annotate the essay according to the worksheet directions, provide a grade (advanced, proficient, developing, or emerging), and comment about how well this student did on analysis and evidence in their writing. 
Be prepared to share your answers with the class!
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Directions: First, circle the major claim in the paper. Then, look for source material (quotes and citations) and underline the analysis of the source material, and highlight text that connects sources to the thesis/major claim. Finally, give the essay a score (advanced, proficient, developing, or emerging) for “Analysis and Evidence” and provide some written comments that justify the score.
Essay prompt: To what extent was foraging or farming more desirable for early humans?
Early humans mainly relied upon hunting and gathering to survive until the advent of agriculture. It is hypothesized that the warming trend in the climate around 14,000 years ago aided in the development of agriculture. The domestication of plants and animals to use for food led to people building settlements near the areas they cultivated these foods, beginning the first sustained agricultural settlements. The advent of farming had serious drawbacks on both human health and society that still persist today, yet the societal and technological advances it allowed made the practice increasingly more desirable to our ancestors than foraging.
There were many drawbacks to the introduction of farming. In Document 7, Harari details some of the negative health impacts of farming on the human body. This evidence proves that farming was backbreaking labor and needed far more energy and time to create a viable source of food than hunting and gathering did. Political scientist James Scott says, “Early agricultural societies created the basis for systematic class distinctions that could be [passed down] between generations” (Doc 5). Scott argued that the advent of agriculture resulted in the injustices we have today, which shows farming has not been just progress. A group of researchers in the Philippines discovered that women were more affected by farming because they had to contend with both domestic chores and work in the fields (Doc. 1). This connects back to Scott’s discussion on how farming created societal inequalities that persist today, and it seems especially true for women.
However, agriculture led to a reliable food source which meant populations could grow like never before. Reilly states, “the possibility of a more creative, expressive life was available in the protected, semipermanent city” (Doc 4). Large cities needed new technologies for farming and for building structures because they had more people to feed and house. The security afforded by reliable food sources, buildings, and communities of people allowed for jobs outside of farming such as traders and craftsmen. This was an important step in the growth of collective learning, community development, and the spread of networks. While Brad deLong discussed the drawbacks of farming on human health and society, he also proposed that the growth in human population was very important (Doc 6). We would not have complex societies without agriculture because human settlements required innovation, ingenuity, and structure to create and maintain. These settlements allowed for more people to invent and create. David Kaplan states “It is during the three lean months of the year that the San life approaches the precarious conditions that have come to be associated with the hunting and gathering way of life.” (Doc 3).
The advent of farming had many impacts on all aspects of humanity, from human health to the structure of our communities, both good and bad. Though there were many negative effects from farming, society would not be where it is today without it. Humanity has witnessed great growth and success from agriculture, even while contending with the side effects.
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