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Directions 1: Fill in the following information for the assigned topic.
1. Write the dates for time period being studied. Sample answer: c. 6000 BCE to c. 700 CE.
Write down on sticky notes as many continuities and changes for the time period that you can find. Write one per sticky note and place each on the graph to show whether it was a continuity or a change, and whether it was positive or negative. Be prepared to explain your thinking.
	Continuity
	Positive
	Change

	
	Some of the continuities might include the following (note that this is just a list and students will decide on the placement of these continuities):
Members of these communities were farmers, foragers, and pastoralists.
Trade networks connected different states and empires.
Most states and empires had their own central government or ruler.
Some members of the community had other jobs such as soldier, merchant, and artisan.
A variety of belief systems are practiced.
	Some of the changes might include the following (note that this is just a list and students will decide on the placement of these changes):
Empires usually had a larger land area and population, which included different languages, ethnicities, and beliefs.
	

	
	Social hierarchies existed in each community, with some having more power than others.
Farming expands and consequently many communities change, becoming ones that require a strong central government to oversee projects like irrigation and food storage.
Some communities that were a part of the agrarian societies and empires were treated differently, in many cases unequally.
Agrarian societies and empires needed roads to transport goods and people, such as their military personnel. These roads helped to create larger networks of exchange.
	Some belief systems become portable and universal as they spread along networks of exchange.
Empires also needed more resources and required larger armies to keep order and make sure networks were maintained.
Social hierarchies became more complex. Many people are enslaved, and force was used to keep all members of the community under the control of the emperor/ruler.
	

	
	Negative
	


Were there more changes or continuities? Explain why there were more of one than the other for this time period.Historical significance can be determined in several ways. Use the acronym ADE to help you:
Amount: How many people’s lives were affected by the continuity/change?
Depth: Were people living in the time period being studied deeply affected by the continuity/change?
Endurance: Were the changes people experienced as a result of this continuity/ change long-lasting and/or recurring?

	Sample answer: Student answers will vary depending on how many changes and continuities they identified but students might say that there were more continuities as these units focus on the transition from different types of states—agrarian societies to empires—so there are many similarities, or continuities, between them.


Look over the changes on your graph.
Were they more positive or negative, overall? Explain why these were more positive or negative during this time period.
What was the most significant change during this time period? Why?
	Sample answer: Student answers will vary but students should be able to support their choices using evidence from this unit’s lessons.


Look over the continuities on your graph.
Were they more positive or negative, overall? Explain why these were more positive or negative during this time period.
What was the most significant continuity during this time period? Why?
	Sample answer: Student answers will vary but students should be able to support their choices using evidence from this unit’s lessons.



Directions: Not all activities require students to meet each criterion. We recommend crossing out any criteria that is not evaluated and communicating that to your students.
	Changes
	☐	No changes are identified.
	☐	Changes are identified.
☐	Positive changes are identified.
☐	Negative changes are identified.
	☐	A brief analysis of positive or negative changes is provided.
	☐	An extended analysis of positive or negative changes is provided.

	Notes



	Continuities
	☐	No continuities are identified.
	☐	Continuities are identified.
☐	Positive continuities are identified.
☐	Negative continuities are identified.
	☐	A brief analysis of positive or negative continuities is provided.
	☐	An extended analysis of positive or negative continuities is provided.

	Notes



	Historical Significance
	☐	No explanation of historical significance provided.
	☐	Attempts but does not fully explain how the changes/continuities are historically significant in terms of amount, depth, and/or endurance.*
	☐	Fully explains how the changes/continuities are historically significant in terms of amount, depth, and/or endurance.*.

	Notes



	Historical accuracy
	☐	Incorrectly refers to historical content and may include misconceptions of that content.
☐	There are many minor errors or a major error in applying historical content.
☐	Uses many unsupported opinions.
	☐	Avoids explicit misconceptions of the content.
☐	May make an occasional minor error in applying historical content.
☐	Uses some unsupported opinions.
	☐	Avoids misconceptions.
☐	There are no errors in applying historical content.
☐	Avoids using unsupported opinions.

	Notes


* Amount: How many people’s lives were affected by the continuity/change? Depth: Were people living in the time period being studied deeply affected by the continuity/change? Endurance: Were the changes people experienced as a result of this continuity/change long-lasting and/or recurring?
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