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The vast majority of African colonial troops that participated in World War I came from French colonies in Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, and Somalia. About 450,000 African troops from these French colonies were sent to battle the Germans on the Western Front as well as the Ottomans on the Eastern Front. Many of these men were viewed as expendable both by the European officers training them and by the French government. French Prime Minister Clemenceau stated in a speech to the French government in 1918 that “We are going to offer civilization to the Blacks. They will have to pay for that … I would prefer that ten Blacks are killed [in the war] rather than one Frenchman.” (Koller) British colonial troops from South Africa also fought in Europe but black African troops were not allowed to fight with these forces. Thousands more Africans were used as laborers to help the war effort abroad. A more modest number of soldiers from Belgian-controlled Congo fought on the Western Front. The Germans also used a large number of their African colonial troops, known as the Schutztruppe. These forces were from the German protectorates of German East Africa, Cameroon, and German Southwest Africa. Their job was to defeat and capture Allied colonies in Africa and extend the German colonial empire.
German colonies in Asia and the Pacific were also targeted by the Allies. The German-controlled port of Tsingtao (modern-day Qingdao, China) was defended by a combination of German, Chinese, and Austro-Hungarian forces but was ultimately captured by Japanese and British forces in November 1914. New Zealand troops established control over German Samoa in the Pacific with help from French and Australian naval forces in 1914. In the same year, Australian soldiers attacked German forces on German New Guinea, eventually taking over the island with the help of a British battleship. Naval battles between the Germans and British were also fought off the coast of Chile in South America in November 1914. By 1916, China began sending thousands of laborers to help the Allied Powers and finally in the summer of 1917, China declared war on Germany but continued sending support mainly in the form of laborers.
The warring nations desperately needed raw materials to keep the war machine going. Food was in short supply in some areas and raw materials such as coal and oil were necessary to fuel the railroads, ships, and engines of the war. These materials became harder to come by as both sides set up blockades to try and prevent these goods from entering Europe. The Germans increased their use of unrestricted submarine warfare in the Atlantic and in 1915 sank the Lusitania, a British ship carrying civilians as well as munitions for the Allies. Over 100 of the 1,198 passengers killed in this attack were American civilians, which prompted the Americans to increase their aid and shipments of supplies to the Allies. Two years later, when the Germans once again began using unrestricted submarine warfare, the Americans declared war on Germany. Other raw materials and supplies came from Latin America (Chile, Peru, Mexico, among others), the Caucuses, Urals, Siberia (Russia), and Romania; however, this is not a complete list. In fact, between the spring and winter of 1917, even more nations became involved in the war. A dozen Latin American nations declared war on the Central Powers, including Cuba, Panama, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Haiti, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Peru, and Uruguay. World War I encompassed all regions of the world, as one of the first truly global wars in history.
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