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il , THE REAL-LIFE POCAHONTAS WAS A POWHATAN WOMAN NAMED AMONUTE,
PPN L "\ PAUGHTER OF THE POWERFUL RULER WAHUNSENACAH. AS A YOUNG WOMAN, [ !
7 —— _= == 3 SHE ACTED AS AN INTERPRETER BETWEEN HER PEOPLE AND THE SETTLERS J
R T AND DELIVERED GIFTS OF FOOD TO THE ENGLISH, AS WELL. :
— =~ — THE FACTS OF THIS STORY ARE, HOWEVER, PISPUTED.
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THE 1995 WALT DISNEY PICTURES FILM POCAHONTAS
TOLD THE STORY OF A YOUNG NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN
\ 2 WHO FALLS IN LOVE WITH ENGLISH SETTLER JOHN SMITH,
2\ )2 SAVES HIM FROM BEING KILLED BY HER FATHER, “CHIEF D
W POWHATAN,” AND BRINGS PEACE BETWEEN THE ENGLISH ?34 )
| AND THE POWHATAN PEOPLE. 2y i NN
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“Pocahontas, the hmg.s glq i) 1 ?&
THE STORY WAS NOT ENTIRELY MADE UP BY DISNEY . S
WRITERS. THERE WAS A REAL POWHATAN WOMAN dearest daughter, when g il v /=W
NAMED AMONUTE WITH THE NICKNAME “POCAHONTAS" no entreaty could Prevau[ B g Y
C'PLAYFUL ONE"). THE MOVIE 16 BASED PARTLY ON ot his head in her ar i o = H i
QN Accour;'r WRITTESN BY JOHN s/vné'rH, WHO SCLAIMEP . t ¥ ;a rarmas, N e DS
MONUTE SAVED HIS LIFE, AND ALSO THAT SHE 1 oWn upen ,
SOMETIMES BROUGHT FOOD TO THE ENGLISH | andla d h, FP of 4 = el
SETTLEMENT BECAUSE OF THIS LOVE. his to save him trom N
| T & A death.”* e X Q
> {\ﬂu@ /gim}( MJ{XM ){ o0 : ] % ;}
o AL (e @go,;@ 7 ERETnms N\ : u
c},fa,%o oaQ_fz;& /,’.0(,'71' ——\ & 5 & NS PP Y\ ' ’:’:ﬂ(—&i_tﬁ‘%—;i\i‘ ’i\]
= PR J XJOHN SMITH, THE GENERALL HISTORIE OF VIRGINIA, NEW ENGLANG, AND THE SUMMER |6LES, 1624. %‘5‘ £ ‘
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Virginia, New England,and the Summer E| =~ \ IN 2007, TWO SCHOLARS
Ifles with the nawes of the A dventurers, = OF THE MATTAPONI
Planters, and Governoyrs from their -~ [ PEOPLE, DESCENDANTS OF
firlt beginning An 1554 to this ST THE POWHATAN, PUBLISHED
prelent 1624 , o THE TRUE STORY OF
\ > | POCAHONTAS, BASED ON

ORAL TRADPITION.
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| SHOULD WE BELIEVE THIS ACCOUNTZ  lities, pecple, ETRIANAA )
5 SMITH WROTE ABOUT HIS ENCOUNTER | and Religion Ea .. e AT eves
9 WITH AMONUTE IN (624, 6 YEARS | | DANGER OF BENG KILLED. [
Tl AFTER THE EVENTS HE DESCRIBED. | Bocxes . 1| RATHER, BECALSE THE
1 HE WROTE THEM IN A BOOK s Goremaar” Dr. Linwood [l BT ex S e
~ THAT HE TRIED TO SELL IN EUROPE, e ) Little Bear” i £ 1| WERE STARVING
3| AND SOME HISTORIANS, SUCH AS I - Custalow, ' THERE WAS A CEREMONY
Y KAREN ORDAHL KUPPERMAN, BELIEVE "% oral historian
| HE MADE UP THE LOVE STORY i THE POVLATAN PEOPLE.
\E BECAUSE IT WOULD SELL WELL ¢ q{. SMITH, THE SCHOLARS
3 1 ASSERT, MSUNDERSTOOD

TO EUROPEAN AUPIENCES.
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THEY ALSO ARGUE THAT AMONUTE

DIP NOT VISIT THE ENGLISH SETTLEMENT ' )
OUT OF LOVE FOR SMITH, BUT RATHER — K
{ THAT YOUNG GIRLS WERE FREQUENTLY ] Z It ( U) THERE ARE SOME DOUBTS ABOUT
PUT AT THE FRONT OF VISITING GROUPS [ THESE ACCOUNTS AS WELL.
| TO SHOW THEY WERE PEACEFLL. <1: ¥ O :ggsﬁmgilfEég@“ﬁﬁ%%’;?@%
‘ v LEN ROUNT !
P ANGINIANENZNA RSN TN X . 10 THIS REGION, DOLBTS THAT THIS

STORY WAS REALLY TRANSMITTED
UNBROKEN ACROSS 400 YEARS

“Wahunsenaca allowed a
i OF POWHATAN HISTORY.,
&
PN

{ his favorite daughter,
Pocahontas, to accompany

these entourages ... But

the food was actually

coming from the leader

of the Powhatan people.”
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BUT CERTAINLY, THIS EVIPENCE
SUGGESTS THAT SMITH'S ACCOUNT
WAS LIKELY INACCURATE.
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