@OER PROJECT

WORLD HISTORY COURSE GUIDE

OER Project: World History (WH) is a high-school history curriculum like no other. Easily
aligned to your state’s social studies standards, WH provides you with the tools to turn
every student into a young historian.

Contents
Why teach OER Project: WOrld HISTOIY? .....ooeiiiiieiieeeteteee ettt ettt ettt s e saa e sbe e baesane s 2
Overview of OER Project: World HiStory COUMSES .......oocuiriiiriiriiriienieeieeteste ettt st esieestesteesaaestessseesane s 2
Course Problem and Learning ObJECHIVES. ......cooiiriiiriiiiiieeteeieet ettt st ettt e sbe e st s e sbaessesssaesaneas 3
COUMSE FTAMES .ttt ettt s et e st s et e st e s bt e s at e s b e e st e sabeessa e stesaseessaesssasnsaesaesnsansaesneess 3
Course Structure and MaterialS......oocviiiiriiriieieeteeteet ettt s et s b e s be e st e st e e ba e st esssaessaesnsassaesnsens 4
StANAArdS AlIZNMENT ... .oo ettt ete e e te e e teeeebeeesabeeessaseeessee e sasaassasasnsesesssaeaasssesasseeesseessesannes 5
SKIILS ettt ettt ettt b st b e b s bbb bbb e b e b e b et et e b et et et et et et et et et et et e s enbententan 5
AASSESSIMENT ...vetieiiieeiieeiteete et et e ettt ste e st e s ste e teesate e beesseesate e baesat e e b aesstesat e e baeeat e e b e e aaee e b e ensaeente e seenaeesareesaenneesanes 7
Support and contact INFOFMATION .......cioiiiieiieeteeeeee ettt ettt s e s be e st e sseesseesasessseessnesnsessseenns 8

< Ve wid By “Ow il N


https://www.oerproject.com/

World History Course Guide @ 0 ERP ROJ ECT

Why teach OER Project: World History?

Each school, district, and state is distinct in its

approach to world history. That's why we've Course Goals

desi'g'ngd world history courses that.give you the 1. Develop an understanding of the role history

I:IEX|b|l|t)f/ to meettﬁour sp;;auﬂc reqCL)m"e'ments. plays in shaping our present and future.
00S€ from our three OIferings—urigins, 2. Build critical-thinking skills needed to

1200, or 1750—or pick and choose lessons

or materials from each. We also offer an AP®
version, designed to align with the Modern
World History: Course and Exam Description.
Click here to learn more. Whatever course you
choose, you and your students will have access
to the content, tools, and essential skills woven
throughout the curriculum.

consider important questions, gather and

analyze evidence, and build informed
arguments in a way that is applicable
across disciplines.

. Engage in meaningful historical inquiry
through analysis of a wide range of
materials from different perspectives.

Our approach

Encourage inquiry-based learning: Lesson plans and activities allow students to explore historical
causes, impacts, and potential solutions.

Focus on skills: WH courses emphasize eight core skills:

¢ Reading e Sourcing e Contextualization
e Writing e Causation e Continuity and change over time
e Claim testing e Comparison

Inspire interest: Articles, videos, graphic biographies, activities, and more, all designed to engage
students at many levels.

Overview of OER Project: World History Courses
The “Flavors” of World History

World-history standards vary widely among states. With that in mind, we offer three WH periodizations:
Origins to the Present, 1200 to the Present, and 1750 to the Present. Each version of the course includes
carefully scaffolded units and lessons that you can use throughout your school year. Our world-history
course materials (activities, readings, videos, writing assessments, and more) will support your students in
drawing a line from the past to the present, with an eye to the future.

Which Periodization Is Right for You?

If your state standards start with early humans, the WH Origins course is the best choice. If your state
standards begin a bit later in history, the WH 1200 course provides more context for the massive worldwide
changes that manifested around 1450 CE. The WH 1750 course is best for teachers in states like California
and New York, where state world-history standards begin around the year 1750 CE. Do you need more
flexibility than the full WH courses provide? Feel free to use materials from all three versions to create your
own scope and sequence for the year. Check out the individual course overviews to learn more about each
course: Origins, 1200, 1750.



https://oerproject.com/FAQ#a557eb0b64e7442c9615edc379e8f613
https://www.oerproject.com/World-History-Origins
https://www.oerproject.com/1200-to-the-Present
https://www.oerproject.com/1750-to-Present
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Origins/Teacher-Resources/Origins-Course-Overview
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/WHP-1200/Teacher-Resources/1200-Course-Overview
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/WHP-1750/Teacher-Resources/1750-Course-Overview

World History Course Guide @ OER PROJECT

= 105
Grades 9-12 |
N N J

- « |

"l: . ’/:\.d 1 f

Grades 9-12 9

1750 to Present >
World History

1200 to Present -
World History

Origins to Present -
World History

Course Problem and Learning Objectives
Course Problem:

How have human communities connected and diverged over our long history?

Course Learning Objectives:

1. Understand that history is a narrative, or a combination of narratives, shaped by the sources and
perspectives you use to tell that story.

2. Apply the evidence from sources using multiple perspectives and scales to evaluate (support,
extend, or challenge) different narratives.

3. Engage in meaningful historical inquiry by analyzing primary and secondary sources from multiple
perspectives of gender, race, socioeconomic status, and other hierarchies to gain a deeper
understanding of human history.

4. Analyze the narrative of history using the course’s three frames: communities, networks, and
production and distribution.

5. Use historical thinking skills and reasoning practices such as contextualization, claim testing,
sourcing, comparison, causation, and continuity and change over time to understand and evaluate the
historical narrative.

6. Create and support arguments using historical evidence to communicate conclusions through
individual or shared writing.

Course Frames

Regardless of which course you teach, OER Project:

World History asks you and your students to examine o

world history through different lenses, or frames. /D\
The course frames are communities, networks, and O O
production and distribution. The frames help students D"’D

organize the information they'll encounter in world
history, and provide a way for them to make sense of
all the ways in which someone could tell the history Networks
of the world. This approach highlights the idea that
historical accounts are based on perspective. More
important, these frames provide students with big
picture, historical “stories,” thus providing a backdrop
they can use to develop their own understanding of
history. As students move through the course, they'll
examine how each frame has changed over our long
history. Learn more in the Frames Guide.



https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher Resources/WHP-Frames-Guide
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Course Structure and Materials

Every OER Project: World History course is divided into units and lessons. Each unit is divided into a set

of suggested lesson plans, which typically include a mix of articles, videos, and activities. You can use the
structure we suggest or incorporate the material into your own lesson plans. All lessons are designed to be
flexible and easily integrated into your classroom setting. Each course can be taught as a full-year program
or through standalone lessons. This flexibility allows you to tailor the curriculum to meet specific learning
goals, schedules, and student needs. Whether you choose to teach an entire course or select individual
lessons or materials to focus on topics of interest, course materials follow a clear, cohesive structure that
keeps students engaged and learning.

We want students of different ages, backgrounds, and skills to be able to use our course content and stay
engaged with their work. To achieve that, we include a mix of activities, articles, and videos throughout our
courses and we provide you with a flexible structure for how you present that content to your students.
The articles are offered at multiple reading levels, and the majority have accompanying audio versions. We
provide different types of videos because not all learners respond to the same media, and variety will help
you target what works for different students. Activities are widely varied, from more-traditional skills work
to fun projects, explorations, and simulations. Opener and closer activities are provided at the beginning
and end of every single lesson—these are great opportunities to activate students’ prior knowledge, check
for student understanding, and provide time for informal writing. Learn more about these foundational
material types in their respective guides:

* Activities Guide

e Video Guide

¢ Reading Guide

* Openers & Closers Guide
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A selection of WH course materials.
Graphic Biographies

One unique feature of WH courses is our series of graphic biographies, which are illustrated one-page
histories of individuals. Whether they're “important” or “everyday” figures, each of these individuals has
their own story, their own history, and those stories weave in and out of the global themes of their era.
Their experiences highlight—and sometimes bring into question—developments on a global scale that



https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Activities-Guide
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Video-Guide
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Reading-Guide
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Openers-Closers-Guide
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students are studying as part of the frame narratives presented in the course. These biographies are one of
the best ways for students to zoom in, which will bring nuance to their understanding of history. In some
cases, the biographies will complicate the frame narratives—the experience of an individual might not fit
with the global experience—but they don't invalidate the frames; they just deepen and enrich them.

Find all our graphic biographies here and click here to learn more about how to use graphic biographies in
your classroom.
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A selection of WH graphic biographies

Standards Alignment

WH courses are designed to align with many existing state standards as well as National Council for Social
Studies (NCSS) standards and the College, Career, and Civic Life Framework (C3 Framework). Check out
our standards alignment documents to see how our courses were built with Common Core, state standards,
and the C3 framework in mind.

Skills
Historical Thinking Skills

The integration of skills and content is foundational to OER Project courses. Skills development is just as
important—if not more—as content knowledge for student thinking and learning in social studies classes.
Throughout WH courses, students encounter numerous scaffolded opportunities to practice causation,
comparison, continuity and change over time, contextualization, sourcing, and making and testing claims.
We use practice progressions—a series of activities that increase in complexity—to develop each of these
core skills.

Practice progressions are made up of three categories: progression activities, thinking tools, and feedback
forms. Each activity in a progression is more sophisticated than the one before, challenging students along
the way but also supporting them as they do this work. The thinking tools provide students with a visual
organizer to help them develop their understanding of a particular skill—the more comfortable students
are with the skill, the less they'll need the tool. Finally, feedback forms allow you to provide specific and
detailed feedback to help students build their competence.

Learn more in our Historical Thinking Skills Guide.
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https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/WHP-Graphic-Bios-Placement
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Graphic-Biographies-Guide
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Historical-Thinking-Skills-Guide
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WORLD HISTORY PROJECT ORIGINS / LESSON 2.4 ACTIVITY

CAUSATION: ALPHONSE THE CAMEL

Causation Tool

1. Add the event you are analyzing and corresponding information. Then, if your teacher asks you to create a causal map,

@OER PROJECT

WWORLD HISTORY PROJECT AP/ LESSON 3.2 OPENER

CCOT: INTRODUCTION

use your here to help construct that causal

Event WORLD HISTORY PROJECT AP / LESSON 3.3 ACTIITY

Dates CONTEXTUALIZATION: BELIEF SYSTEMS

Location

Brief description

2. List your causes and use the legend to help you label type 3

3. List the effects of the event and use the legend to help you
B
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Historical Event/Development
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Positive
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A selection of WH thinking tools

Reading

Being able to evaluate different texts is a fundamental
element of historical study. OER Project: World
History includes primary sources and articles written
by a diverse range of scholars and OER Project staff.
Some of the reading involved in OER Project courses
can be challenging, but it is vital for engaging with
the course content. All texts in the course—other than
those that are part of DBQs or are primary source
materials—have been Lexile leveled, and each article
has three or four versions to accommodate students
of all reading levels.

To support analysis of these texts, WH provides a
structured reading routine to build student reading
success. While our approach is only one of many
available, we encourage you to try it with

your students.

OER Project Three-Step Reading Routine
» Before You Read is a quick skim to capture the

gist of the material.

¢ While You Read is more factual, focusing on the
specific content and key ideas covered in the
reading.

¢ After You Read is more conceptual, asking

Guiding Questions D v

Before you read

Preview the questions below, and then skim the comic, paying attention
to things like prominent colors, shapes, and types of text and fonts.
How do you know where to start and in which direction to read? What's
in the gutters (the space between panels)? Who or what is the focus of

the comic?

While you read

1. Who was Sorqoqtani Beki and what was her relationship to the
Mongol royal family?

2. What was the cause of Sorqoqtani Beki's conflict with Oghul-
Qaimish?

3. How and why did Sorqogtani Beki win this conflict?

4. Batu, Sorqoqtani Beki’'s nephew, agreed to support her. What did he
get in return, and what was the eventual result?

5. How does the artist use art and design to demonstrate the ways in
which competition between women—and their support of each other

—helped determine Mongol politics?

After you read

Respond to this question: How does this graphic biography of
Sorqoqtani Beki support, extend, or challenge what you have learned
about the Mongols?

An example of Guiding Questions that accompany articles

students to evaluate the text through the lens of the lesson’s big questions.

You'll find this approach embedded in the Guiding Questions found below each article in the course.

Learn more in our Reading Guide.



https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Reading-Guide
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Writing

Writing is an integral component of studying history and learning how to communicate understanding and
ideas. In WH, students write both /nformally—to express their initial understandings—and formally—to
solidify their thinking and refine their arguments. They write, review, and refine their work multiple times.
This is not easy for most students. However (and unsurprisingly), our research shows that this hard work
makes a real difference in the quality of their writing

Throughout WH courses, you will find extended writing opportunities. These writing assessments can take
the form of document-based questions (DBQs) or open-ended long-essay questions (LEQs). Each prompt
is offered on its own if you'd like to assign an LEQ, or with an accompanying set of sources, if you'd like
to assign a DBQ. And they're always optional—you determine how many essays you want your students

to write.

Click here to learn more about our writing approach.

Click here for informal writing routines.

Assessment

Assessment needs to be a comprehensive

strategy, not just a test at the end of a unit. For WAITIG: 5 WRITING RUBRCS

this reason, WH embeds assessments throughout e

the course—all activities, including openers and s e e g T
closers, are developed to help both students and e e
teachers gain insight into their understanding. All e

articles, videos, and graphic biographies contain
Guiding Questions, which can be done as a class
or individually to assess understanding.

...........

We encourage the use of formative assessment o s : o
(or, as we find it helpful to think about it, T '
informative assessment—assessment that
informs) as opposed to the exclusive use of :
summative assessment. Instead of making | e

every quiz, test, or extended writing a one-shot o e e e
opportunity—a la summative assessments—
we favor assessment opportunities that allow
students to revisit and revise their work, as that's
one of the best ways for them to learn. For more
information, check out the Assessment Guide.

nnnnnnn

OER Project does not provide guidance on
grading. You know your students, instructional
context, and routines best, and are without doubt
in the best position to assess students fairly.
Learn more in our Assessment Guide.

Sample WH assessment rubrics
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https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Writing-Guide
https://oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Writing-One-Pager?Id=7&share=link
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Assessment-Guide
https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/PDFs/Teacher-Resources/OER-Assessment-Guide
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Support and contact information

OER Project collaborates with historians, academics, and educators globally to deliver relevant and
engaging information to teachers. Through live, virtual webinars, educators can connect and learn about
exciting new content, effective classroom strategies and techniques, current social-studies topics, and hear
from individuals leading change in education. While OER Project team members occasionally present these
sessions, we prioritize featuring others who are making significant contributions to support educators and
education. Explore our planned events here.

OER Project Teacher Community: The OER Project Teacher Community is active, open, and brings together
the collective wisdom and support of thousands of helpful people. Here you will find educators teaching
OER Project courses across grade levels, subjects, and regions.

OER Project email: team@oerproject.com

Course home



https://community.oerproject.com/events
https://community.oerproject.com
mailto:team%40oerproject.com?subject=OER%20Project%3A%20World%20History
https://www.oerproject.com
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