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RIFA'A AL-TAHTAWI
WAS AN EGYPTIAN INTELLECTUAL
WHO STUPIED FRENCH SOCIETY
IN THE AGE OF REVOLUTIONS.
HE THEORIZED WAYS TO
COMBINE EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC
IPEAS WITH ISLAMIC BELIEF,
REFLECTING THE GREAT
MUSLIM CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SCIENCE OF EARLIER CENTURIES.
HE WAS ALSO AN
EGYPTIAN NATIONALIST
AND A LIBERAL THEORIST.
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S~/ ) AL BP/| WHILE MANY PARISIANS MAY HAVE REGARDED
) e\ ‘| BOTH ZARAFA AND AL-TAHTAWI AS EXOTIC CURIOSITIES, ﬂ
St o , LJ/] THE MAN WAS OBSERVING FRANCE CAREFLLLY,
A ; \ TRYING TO EIGURE OUT WHAT FRENCH INNOVATIONS
g 7 ‘ WERE VALUABLE AND WORTH TAKING HOME TO SHARE.
VEAN %¢ VA iy S sammss:
ip C] . e
Q
. o | / =
%@ o\ =L L ] )
&) <\:) & { W f \:' { o B > £
¢ b Y | _,// ;
| : P
} [ 7 ' § E s =
| i
- o ! S
e N AN Ve =
- ‘ / I ] el D&

IN 1827, TWO EGYPTIAN VISITORS / - < : , ’
TO FRANCE MET IN PARIS. ' < '
ONE WAS THE GIRAFFE ZARAFA, T s B ,

A GIFT OF EGYPTIAN RULER / / i s {

MUHAMMAD ALI, THE OTHER WAS - ' e (x ) {

THE MUSLIM IMAM AND P

PHILOSOPHER RFA'A AL-TAHTAWL. | }%@ £
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AL-TAHTAWI WAS
INFLUENCED BY
FRENCH
NATIONALISM,
AND RETURNED
TO EGYPT AS A
NATIONALIST.
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EGYPT AT THE TIME WAS UNPER OTTOMAN RULE, BUT MUHAMMAD ALI, THOUGH TECHNICALLY ———
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‘ Egypt is the dearest land For
' its children - AL-TaHTAWI, 18605
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| THE OTTOMAN VICEROY, WAS STIRRING IPEAS ABOUT EGYPTIAN NATIONALISM.
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HE CALLED FOR THE NEW NATION TO
OFFER ITé PEOPLE FIVE FREEDPOMS:
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B Freedom of
behavior
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Freedom
oF conscuance /

g 'Freeéllévln as
the watuf
human sbal:e

Political ¥
freedom =

AL-TAHTAWI ALSO EMBRACED &CIENCE AS A TOOL FOR EGYPT'S PEVELOPMENT,
HE CORRECTLY IPENTIFIED THE MUSLIM ROOTS OF SOME MOPERN SCIENTIFIC IPEAS,
BUT HE REJECTED SECULARIZATION, INGTEAD ARGUING THAT RELIGIOUS THOUGHT
AND SCIENCE SHOULD EXIST ALONGSIPE EACH OTHER.
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