
Practice Progressions Placemat

Era 1
Our Big History

Era 2
Early Humans

Era 3
Cities, Societies, and Empires

Era 4
Regional Webs

Era 5
The First Global Age

Era 6
The Long Nineteenth Century and 

the Birth of the Modern World

Era 7
The Great Convergence and 

Divergence

ERA DRIVING QUESTION Era 1 Problem: Why begin a course 
in human history before humans 
existed?

Era 2 Problem: What caused some 
humans to shift from foraging to 
farming and what were the effects of 
this change? 

Era 3 Problem: How did complex 
societies develop and how did they 
impact humans inside and outside 
these communities? 

Era 4 Problem: How do human 
systems restructure themselves 
after catastrophe? 

Era 5 Problem: How did the first  
ongoing connections between the 
hemispheres promote change both 
globally and regionally? 

Era 6 Problem: What were the 
engines of change that created our 
“modern” world? 

Era 7 Problem: What are the virtues 
and challenges of trying to tell one 
human history as opposed to many 
human histories?

Reading Lesson 1.1: “Era 1 Overview: History  
of Many Shapes and Sizes” No specific activity sequence – release of scaffolding determined by teacher in relation to Three Close Reads.

Writing Lesson 2.4: Writing – Claim and  
Focus Part 1

Lesson 3.7: Writing – Analysis and 
Evidence and WHP Concepts Part 1

Lesson 4.3: Writing – Organization 
and Language and Style

Lesson 5.5: Writing – Claim and 
Focus Part 2

Lesson 6.4: Writing – Analysis and 
Evidence and WHP Concepts Part 2 Lesson 7.6: Writing – Self-Editing

Claim Testing Lesson 1.1: Claim Testing – Introduction Lesson 2.1: Claim Testing – Authority Lesson 3.1: Claim Testing – Evidence Lesson 4.2: Claim Testing – The 
Muslim World

Lesson 6.3: Claim Testing – 
Imperialism

Lesson 7.3: Claim Testing – Global 
Conflict

Lesson 7.6: Claim Testing – 
Globalization

Causation Lesson 1.3: Causation – Alphonse the 
Camel

Lesson 2.4: Causation – From 
Foraging to Complex Societies

Lesson 3.3: Causation -  
Population Growth

Lesson 4.1: Causation – Autopsy of an 
Empire

Lesson 6.1: Causation – Recipe  
for a Revolution

Comparison Lesson 1.3: Comparison – Life in the 
Neolithic and Today

Lesson 2.2: Comparison – 
Archaeological Sites

Lesson 3.5: Comparison –  
Belief Systems

Lesson 4.3: Comparison – Women in 
Medieval Europe and Song China

Lesson 6.2: Comparison – Egypt  
and Japan

Lesson 7.4: Comparison – Decolonizing 
Women

Lesson 7.5: Comparison – Rights 
Documents

Contextualization Lesson 1.2: Contextualization – 
Introduction

Lesson 3.3: Contextualization – 
Agrarian Societies

Lesson 4.2: Contextualization –  
Mansa Musa

Lesson 5.1: Contextualization – 
Pastoral Empires: Mongols and 

Comanches

Lesson 6.4: Contextualization –  
Child Labor

Continuity and Change 
Over Time (CCOT

Lesson 2.4: Intro to CCOT
Lesson 3.6: CCOT – Empires

Lesson 4.0: CCOT – Regional Webs

Lesson 5.0: CCOT – The First  
Global Age

Lesson 5.4: CCOT – Africa and  
the Americas

Lesson 6.4: CCOT – The Long  
Nineteenth Century

Lesson 7.1: CCOT – Era Comparisons

Sourcing Lesson 1.1: Sourcing – Introduction Lesson 3.7: Sourcing – “The Deeds  
of the Divine Augustus”

Lesson 4.3: Sourcing – An Imperial 
Edict Restraining Officials from Evil”

Lesson 5.3: Sourcing – Spanish 
Conquest of the Aztec Empire

Lesson 6.3: Sourcing – Differing 
Perspectives on Imperialism
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