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common ancestor, and is thought
to include between 10 million and
30 million different species.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TAXONOMY

Taxonomy is the science of naming and classifying different life forms. Oral traditions of taxonomy
predate writing and were first used when human ancestors described different food sources, predators,
and medicinal or poisonous plants. The advent of writing enabled more detailed, recorded taxonomies.
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BIOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION

Woese defines the Archaea Scientists refer to a specific life form using its

as separate domain of life, Genus and species classifications. This naming

introducing the three-domain technique is called binomial nomenclature.

system used today.

Domain
Kingdom
Phylum

ASIAN ELEPHANT
2000

Eukaryota

3000 BCE

Chinese Emperor Shen
Nung tests hundreds
of herbs for medicinal

value.

1500 BCE

Egyptian wall paintings
and preserved scrolls

classify different plant

species by name.

384 - 322 BCE

Greek philosopher
Aristotle launches the
western tradition of
taxonomy by classifying
plants and animals by their
size, habitat, and methods

of reproduction.

1516 - 1565

Swiss scholar Conrad
von Gesner publishes a
five-volume compendium
of then-known life forms
in the 1550s.

1656 - 1708

French botanist Joseph
Pitton de Tournefort
classifies about 9,000

species in 698 genera.

1707 - 1778

Swedish botanist Carl
Linnaeus publishes The
System of Nature in 1735,
becoming the father of
modern taxonomy. Linnaeus
placed humans among the
primates and used binomial
nomenclature to classify us

as Homo sapiens.

Class
Order
Family
Genus
Species

Animalia
Chordata
Mammalia
Proboscidea
Elephantidae
Elephas
Maximus

Elepnhas maximus

GENUS SPECIES



